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October 11, 2022 

Board of Supervisors, Minutes 
Present: 
Mel Musulin, Chairman   Mark Wilson, Vice Chairman  Steve Buehler, Supervisor  
Tom Hartwig, Manager  Charles Behm, Roadmaster  Steve Longwell, PC 
Tom Thompson, Engineer  Tom May, Solicitor   Lindsey Everett, Secretary 
Amy Marree, EMC   Scott Marree, Deputy EMC 

Visitors: 
Jonathan Allen, MarkWest  Tyler Beck, MPLX  Amanda Peterson, Penn Energy  
Aaron Walker, ECVFD   Richard & Karen Lipp Pam & Bill Smith David Roberts  
Brian & Ronda Miller   Mary & Steve Morton  Donna Behm  Alvin Vogel  
Steve Roberts    Lisa Krause   Kay Krause  Tim Rape  
Ron Marburger   Sergi Marburger  Chad Hixon  Danny Hixon 
John McElhinny    Mary McElhinny  Ray Turner  Andy Kneiss 
Peter Francino   Richard Diamond  Karen Dresker  Ray Caruso 
Thomas Brosenitsch Jr.  Vicki Zende   Leroy James  Tyler James  
Kimberly Hall    Joe Scherer   Joe Scherer  Kory Jones 
Ryan Caldwell    Mike Lamperski  Kirt Jones     

Call Meeting to Order: 
Chairman Musulin called the public meeting to order & welcomed everyone at 7:00 PM. All stood for 
the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag at the Forward Township Municipal Building located at 207 Ash 
Stop Road, Evans City, Pennsylvania. 

All paused for a moment of silence in memory of, and to honor, the late Jay Rape. 

Approval of Minutes: 
� September 13, 2022 – Board of Supervisor Minutes 

Vice Chairman Wilson made a motion to approve the September 13, 2022, Board of Supervisor Minutes. 
Supervisor Buehler seconded the motion, motion passed unanimously. 

Financial Reports: 
� PLGIT  

Supervisor Buehler made a motion to approve the outstanding bills for the month of September 2022 
in the amount of $78,288.84. Vice Chairman Wilson seconded the motion, motion passed unanimously. 

� NexTier  
Vice Chairman Wilson made a motion to approve the September 2022 payroll expenditures & 
outstanding bills in the amount of $39,752.11. Supervisor Buehler seconded the motion, motion 
passed unanimously. 

Visitors’ Comments on Agenda Items: 
There were no Visitor Comments on Agenda Items. 

Old Business: 
There was no Old Business to discuss. 
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New Business: 
� 2023 Meeting Dates 

Vice Chairman Wilson made a motion to advertise the proposed 2023 meeting dates as providd to the 
Board by the Secretary/Treasurer. Supervisor Buehler seconded the motion, motion passed 
unanimously. 

� Property Tax Resolution R2022-8 
Vice Chairman Wilson made a motion to approve Resolution 2022-8, implementing Act 57 of 2022 
Property Tax Penalty Waiver Provisions. Supervisor Buehler seconded the motion, motion passed 
unanimously. 

� Bette’s Bond 
Supervisor Buehler made a motion to renew Bette’s Treasurer’s Bond. Vice Chairman Wilson seconded 
the motion, motion passed unanimously. 

� Recycle Day 
Vice Chairman Wilson made a motion to use the Township maintenance building for clean-up day in 
2023. Supervisor Buehler seconded the motion, motion passed unanimously. 

Evans City Volunteer Fire Department 
� No report given at the point in the meeting. 

Quality EMS 
� Not present but emailed September 2022 report. 

Emergency Management 
� Wright update 

Forward Township Emergency Management Coordinator Amy Marree explained that PEMA & FEMA 
are reviewing the new appraisal for the Wright residence and have not yet rendered a decision on it..  
Ms. Marree also reported that her and Deputy EMC Scott Marree attended a Damage Assessment 
Seminar recently. Ms. Marree also reported that she is working on a list of items needed for her to 
prepare a formal Emergency Operations Plan for the Township.   

Planning Commission: 
� Steve Longwell, Chairman of the Planning Commission reported that the Commission tabled 

any action on the Merten Plan, the Dollar General Plan, and the Maplewood Plan due to lack of 
updated information and/or lack of representation at the meeting. 

Township Manager: 
� Generators Mr. Hartwig reported that he obtained bids to install standby electrical power for 

the Township Office Building and Public Works Building per the direction of the Board of Supervisors.  
This was done to improve upon the Township’s Emergency Preparedness and enhance its ability to 
serve its residents in time of a natural or manmade disaster or emergency.  
Vice Chairman Wilson made a motion to purchase two generators, a 48KW & a 20KW, from Palco Sales 
Corporation in the COSTARS quoted amount of $26,626.00. Supervisor Buehler seconded the motion, 
motion passed unanimously. 

Supervisor Buehler made a motion to have Kunselman Electric install both generators for an estimated 
cost of $10,223.28. Vice Chairman Wilson seconded the motion, motion passed unanimously. It should 
be noted that this installation cost includes the upgrade of the service into the Public Works Building 
which is significantly deteriorated and in need of upgrade. 

Solicitor: 
� Solicitor Tom May had nothing to report this month.  
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Engineer:   
� Tom Thompson of Gannett Fleming reported that Butler County is currently reviewing 

stormwater funding applications previously submitted and has not rendered a decision on which 
projects will receive funding.  Additionally, Mr. Thompson reported that he is reviewing two new 
funding sources at the State level to determine if any Township stormwater projects would qualify.  

Roadmaster: 
� Repairs to the 2013 F550  

Roadmaster Charles Behm reported that repairs have been made to the 2013 F550 truck at a cost 
of approximately $5,000.  These repairs included the replacement of various hydraulic hoses and 
fittings on the underside of the truck that were rusted to the point of failure. 

� Llyodmont Blvd.   
Mr. Behm also reported that a 4 foot by 36-foot section of Llyodmont Boulevard needs repair due to 
severe pavement shoveling.  The Township owns this section of Lloydmont Boulevard.  
Chairman Musulin made a motion to repair the portion of Llyodmont Blvd. located in Forward Township 
not to exceed $5,000.00. Vice Chairman Wilson seconded the motion, motion passed unanimously.   

Visitors’ Comments on Non-Agenda Items 
Please note that the Visitors’ comments shown below took place at the beginning of the meeting 
immediately following Visitors’ Comments on Agenda Items. By virtue of the Chairman’s discretion, the 
decision was made to advance this item to occur before other Agenda items. 

The overwhelming majority of the residents in attendance at this Board of Supervisors’ Meeting who 
spoke, offered comments that were against the adoption of the Noise Ordinance and Nuisance 
Ordinance in their present form and with the content contained within each Ordinance.  These Minutes 
are an attempt to capture the essence of the many comments made during this portion of the Agenda. 

Chairman Musulin presented an overview of the Ordinances that were originally scheduled for 
adoption but subsequently removed from the agenda when it was realized that the Township 
residents did not have ample opportunity to exam the proposed Ordinances prior to the meeting and 
voiced objections to staff.  Chairman Musulin also indicated that the Ordinances were properly 
advertised by the Township Solicitor prior to being removed from the agenda.  They were taken off 
of the Agenda within 24 hours of the meeting legally and when folks contacted the Township office 
with concerns. 

Mary Morton requested that in the future, any proposed legislation be put on the website for the 
public to see.  She further went on to comment that it is extremely important that the residents have 
their voices heard in matters of legislation that will affect them.   

Pam Smith was very concerned about the manner in which publicizing ordinances was done and 
questioned how residents who either did not have access to a computer or internet service would 
receive such notice and information. Mrs. Smith further emphatically stated that residents should be 
called upon to form a committee and work with the staff and Supervisors on development of 
Ordinances deemed necessary. 

Chairman Musulin spoke at this point to inform the visitors that the Supervisors agreed to form an 
Agricultural Advisement Committee to aid the Supervisors and a future Agricultural Security Board to 
be appointed in January with the task of promoting the enrollment of farms in the agricultural security 
program and to assist the Emergency Management Coordinator in emergency preparedness matters 
pertaining to farm properties.  

Mary Horton questioned how a resident could get on such a committee. 
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Chairman Muslin replied that if anyone wanted to speak with him to call the office and ask for him 
or any resident could certainly email any of the tree Supervisors at the email addresses posted on 
the Township website. 

Vice Chairman Mark Wilson commented that the Township is changing, whether folks wanted to 
acknowledge it or not.  Mr. Wilson reported that complaints keep coming in and have increased in 
number over the past 9 months of so.  In response to these complaints and public comment made 
by residents at previous meetings, the Supervisors directed the Solicitor and Manager with the task 
of developing “model” ordinances to address some of the issues that the Supervisors felt needed 
attention.  

Chairman Musulin stated that as a supervisor, he has an obligation to look at and represent the 
entirety of the Township and examine the totality of the complaints received.  

Supervisor Steve Buhler indicated that the Township’s goal is to remain rural in nature and preserve 
as much of the agricultural and rural character of the Township as possible by positioning 
development in locations where it should be placed and enacting Ordinances that should help achieve 
the goal and strike a balance between development and agriculture. 

Vice Chairman Mark Wilson indicated that moving forward if any of these ordinances are to be adopted, 
they will be worked on and done so with the aid of resident input via a community forum or committee 
with a hearing held on each prior to adoption. 

Tim Rape commented that the Noise and Nuisance Ordinances are not to his liking.  Mr. Rape indicated 
that he spoke to Mark Wilson and the energy companies about the Noise Ordinance when he became 
aware of the ordinances.  He was dissatisfied that they were on the Agenda for adoption without 
giving residents a chance to provide input.  Mr. Rape stated that Penn Energy, XTO, and MPLX all 
operate facilities on his property, and they had no idea noise legislation was being considered.  Mr. 
Rape opined that they should have been given a chance to provide input also.  Mr. Rape was upset 
with the Supervisors’ actions in this regard. 

Chairman Musulin stated that there are approximately 11 well pads in the Township and 
approximately 46 wells and complaints have come to the attention of the Supervisors concerning 
noise issues at well and compressor stations.  During fracking operations, no sound limit will be met, 
and it is recognized these are temporary operations. 

Tim Rape stated that while there are an estimated 11 well pads and 46 wells as Mr. Musulin stated, 
there are hundreds of properties impacted by any legislation dealing with these gas companies. 

Pete Francino commented that in the Nuisance Ordinance, noise decibel limits are not practical and 
would potentially place things like lawn mowers, jet airplanes, etc. in violation. Mr. Francino stated 
what is applicable to developments is not necessarily applicable to everybody. 

Lisa Krause commented that residents need to participate in matters like ordinance development. 

Ron Marburger spoke and said he has lived in the township some 70 years and his biggest issue with 
the ordinances is that they were going to be approved without resident input.  He thought residents 
should be notified by mail when ordinances are up for adoption. 

Chairman Musulin commented that what was happening at the meeting tonight was small 
government at its best! 

Kimberly Hall opined that the ordinances were crafted for housing developments and not the township 
as a whole.  Public participation on ordinance development is important. She further reminded 
everybody to show up for the November 15th hearing on the Comprehensive Plan.   
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Steve Roberts wanted to know who came up with the 10-acre definition for a farm when in fact State 
and Federal government use the value of 6.5 acres.  Farms do not need to be regulated. 

Vice Chairman Wilson commented that Agricultural exemptions are written into the Nuisance 
Ordinance. 

Andy Kneiss stated that it is not unusual for folks to complain about well pad noise and that some 
level of noise control is needed. 

Aaron Walker of the Evans City Volunteer Fire Department commented that he felt all new houses in 
the housing developments should be charged and impact fee when built and that money should be 
passed along to the fire department to help pay for equipment upgrades necessitated by the 
development. 

Steve Roberts questioned Chairman Musulin that if the Solicitor is correct and there is no legal 
obligation to hold a public hearing on ordinance adoption, what about an ethical obligation?  More 
attention needs to be given to existing residents as opposed to new residents just moving into the 
housing plans and who probably move out in a few years. 

Chairman Musulin said that all Township Ordinances have been codified and are on the Township 
website.  Also, complaints from existing residents have been made to the Township also.  The 
Supervisors are concerned and try to protect the health, welfare, and safety of all residents. 

Kory Jones wanted to know if Legal Counsel is always present at Supervisor Meetings. 

Chairman Musulin responded to Mr. Jones that Legal Counsel is present at meetings. 

Kory Jones wanted to know if there were any plans to put in infrastructure in order to keep out cheap 
developments. 

Engineer Tom Thompson commented at the request of Chairman Musulin that every developer is 
required to extend infrastructure from where it exists in the Township to the proposed development.  

Mary McElhinny reported that the requirement for residents to use a rubbish hauler came from Butler 
County back in the early 1980s perhaps.  The Township should select and designate a hauler to be 
used by everybody to keep rates lower. 

Chairman Musulin stated that when the late Jay Rape was Supervisor, designating a refuse hauler for 
the township was a matter being discussed but no action has been taken on it yet. 

Chairman Musulin commented that he feels strongly about the first and second amendment rights 
of people. 

Danny Hixon stated that government is based upon trust and there is little trust in federal and state 
government now and residents here want to trust local government.  He would like to see mailings 
done to alert folks to upcoming ordinances. 

Vice Chairman Wilson stated that there is a Comprehensive Plan Public Hearing next month before 
the next Supervisors meeting.  Mr. Wilson feels that the Board must manage the implementation of 
the plan very carefully and from time to time adopt the necessary rules that have an overall positive 
impact on the Township and are rules that everybody can basically live with, knowing full well that 
there will always be some folks who oppose a rule. 

Chairman Musulin stated the Comprehensive Plan is important to the future of the Township and that 
the goal is to keep the Township rural. 

Tim Rape asked if Amada Peterson of Penn Energy could speak. 
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Amada Peterson of Penn Energy stated that her company has 7 well locations and 8500 acres under 
contract in Forward Township and tries very hard to be good stewards of the environment.  Her 
company is based upon collaboration and teamwork and has received nothing but positive feedback 
from residents. 

Joe Scherer opined that the homes in the housing developments within the Township are an eyesore.  
Bigger minimum lot sizes are needed. 

Tim Rape opined that the housing development cluster of houses together on small lot sizes can be 
labeled a nuisance.  He would like to see minutes placed on the website in draft from before adoption. 

Solicitor Tom May commented that they must be approved before being put on the website. 

Chairman Musulin said the public will be involved in the future development of these or any other 
ordinances, the Township will investigate mailing out notices, and will post proposed ordinances on 
the website.   

Chairman Musulin concluded this part of the meeting and thanked everybody for attending. 

Adjournment: 
Supervisor Buehler made a motion at 8:49 PM to adjourn the October 11, 2022, meeting. Vice 
Chairman Wilson seconded the motion, motion passed unanimously. 

Next Public Meetings: 
October 25, 2022 – Planning Commission Meeting 
November 15, 2022 – Comprehensive hearing & Board of Supervisors Monthly Meeting 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Lindsey Everett 
Secretary/Treasurer 

           Lindsey Everett


