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December 13, 2022 

Board of Supervisors, Minutes 
Present: 
Mel Musulin, Chairman   Mark Wilson, Vice Chairman  Steve Buehler, Supervisor  
Tom Hartwig, Manager  Charles Behm, Roadmaster  Steve Longwell, PC 
Tom Thompson, Engineer  Tom May, Solicitor   Lindsey Everett, Secretary 
Amy Marree, EMC    

Visitors:  
Aaron Walker, ECVFD   Pam Smith  Ray Turner  Kimberly Hall 
Amanda Peterson   Kirt Jones   Richard Lipp  Robert Edgar Jr.   

Call Meeting to Order: 
Chairman Musulin called the public meeting to order & welcomed everyone at 7:00 PM. All stood for 
the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag at the Forward Township Municipal Building located at 207 Ash 
Stop Road, Evans City, Pennsylvania. 

Approval of Minutes: 
� November 15, 2022 – Comprehensive Plan 

Vice Chairman Wilson made a motion to approve the November 15, 2022, Comprehensive Plan Minutes. 
Supervisor Buehler seconded the motion, motion passed unanimously. 

� November 15, 2022 – Board of Supervisor Minutes 
Vice Chairman Wilson made a motion to approve the November 15, 2022, Board of Supervisor Minutes. 
Supervisor Buehler seconded the motion, motion passed unanimously. 

Financial Reports: 
� PLGIT  

Chairman Musulin made a motion to approve the outstanding bills for the month of November 2022 
in the amount of $86,551.67. Supervisor Buehler seconded the motion, motion passed unanimously. 

� NexTier  
Chairman Musulin made a motion to approve the November 2022 payroll expenditures & outstanding 
bills in the amount of $40,707.69. Supervisor Buehler seconded the motion, motion passed 
unanimously. 

� Transfer from General to Cap Reserve 
Chairman Musulin made a motion to transfer $350,000.00 from PLGIT General Fund to PLGIT Capital 
Reserve. Supervisor Buehler seconded the motion, motion passed unanimously. 

� Mars Loan Transfer  
Chairman Musulin made a motion to transfer $24,000.00 from the PLGIT General Fund to the Mars 
Bank Loan Account to pay the 2023 mortgage on the Administrative Building. Supervisor Buehler 
seconded the motion, motion passed unanimously. 

Visitors’ Comments on Agenda Items: 
No comments were made 
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Old Business: 
There was no Old Business to discuss. 

New Business: 
� Hearing Date for Unnamed Alley off Margaret Ave. 

Chairman Musulin made a motion to advertise a Public Hearing for January 10, 2023 at 6:00 PM. The 
Hearing will be held to discuss a Petition filed by Sharon Pavick and Sean Gagner asking the Township 
to vacate unopened street located off Margaret Avenue between Tax Parcel No. 160-S2-66-0000 and 
Tax Parcel No. 160-S2-62-0000. Vice Chairman Wilson seconded the motion, motion passed 
unanimously. 

� 2023 Budget 
Vice Chairman Wilson made a motion to adopt the 2023 budget. Supervisor Buehler seconded the 
motion, motion passed unanimously.  Vice Chairman made note of the fact this no tax increase was 
proposed for 2023. 

� Reappointment of Emily Ladd 
Vice Chairman Wilson made a motion to reappoint Emily Ladd for another 5-year term on the 
FTSAB. Supervisor Buehler seconded the motion, motion passed unanimously.   

Evans City Volunteer Fire Department 
� Aaron Walker gave a brief update on the recent incidents in the area. Mr. Walker also requested 

that the Supervisors consider setting up an arrangement where the Evans City Volunteer Fire 
Department would be able to obtain diesel fuel from the Township during periods when an Emergency 
Declaration was declared whereby the Township could get reimbursed for the fuel from either the 
County or State.   Vice Chairman Wilson replied that the Supervisors would look into this with the 
Road Master and Manager.  Mr. Walker further reported that he would submit the 2023 Department 
Operating Budget to the Township by the end of this year and would submit a final 2022 Budget 
update to the Township in January of 2023. 

Quality EMS 
� Not present. 

Emergency Management 
Amy Marree had nothing new to report. 

Planning Commission: 
� Nothing to report. 

Township Manager: 
� 2023 Cost Sheet 

Mr. Hartwig reported that he had prepared a new Fee Schedule for 2023. The new fee schedule is 
very similar to the current one, with the major changes focused on  building permits fees. MDIA will 
be replacing MCA as the Township UCC Building Inspection Agency, and the fees will be more 
reflective of industry standards. The fee schedule will also introduce a small fee for logging, 
demolition of structures, and solar panel installations.  
The Board will review the proposed 2023 Fee Schedule and be considered at the January 
Reorganizational Meeting. The new proposed fee schedule will be posted on the Township website. 

Solicitor: 
� Dollar General Right of way & Easement Agreement 

Vice Chairman Wilson made a motion to accept and approve the Road Right of Way Agreement and 
the Riparian Buffer Easement Agreement.  Supervisor Buehler seconded the motion, motion passed 
unanimously.   
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Engineer:   
� Nothing new to report. 

Roadmaster: 
� Spithaler School Road Railroad Crossing 

Mr. Behm update the Board on the Railroad Crossing improvements located on Spithaler School Road. 
The project won’t be finalized until spring when its warm enough to pave, however the work has been 
completed for now and the roadway has been reopened. The Township furnished the drainpipe and 
the Railroad removed the existing drain pipe running under the tracks and installed the new 
replacement pipe at no cost to the Township (for installation). 
Mr. Behm further reported that the John Deere Wheel Loader was currently at Murphy Equipment to 
have the new cab installed, along with some other minor work that needed done. 

Supervisors’ Discussion: 

• Intergovernmental – Chairman Musulin had no comments. 

• Administrative – Vice Chairman Wilson reported that it was the Township’s intent to replace 
their current building code inspector MCA with the Middle Department Inspection Agency (MDIA) in 
2023.  This change was based upon issues that the Township had with MCA and was based upon the 
recommendation of the Township staff after soliciting and reviewing proposals.  The Solicitor will 
review the Agreement submitted by MDIA and formal action will take place at the Township’s 
Reorganizational Meeting. 

• Infrastructure – Supervisor Buehler gave an update on the status of the Pole Building, standby 
generators, and Rader School Road Project. 

Visitors’ Comments on Non-Agenda Items 
� Pam Smith questioned the reasoning behind the Fee schedule increases. 

Township Manager Hartwig indicated the reasoning behind the price increases was because many 
fees in the current schedule were outdated, with some dating back to the late 1970s, and these fees 
were not covering Township costs to process and administer the permit. Additionally, there are other 
fees the Township should be charging for such as structure demolition and logging permits. In the 
case of demolitions, the township needs to start charging for demolition applications because of 
inspections needed during the  process of tearing down an old structure, however agriculture building 
are exempt from this.  Finally, it was noted by Mr. Hartwig that several driveway permit fees were 
being lowered, but applicants still needed to abide by the Township Driveway Ordinance requirements 
when improving or installing a driveway. 

� Kirt Jones has some questions regarding the Easement Agreements approved  for the Dollar 
General. 

Vice Chairman Mark Wilson spoke about how the easements are needed for the Township to access 
areas that may have problems the Township has to correct. The easements were being granted by 
the Dollar General and parent tract owner to the Township. 

• Kimberly Hall questioned the status of the Ordinances that were discussed at the October 
Supervisors Meeting along with the status of the Comprehensive Plan approval process.   

Vice Chairman Wilson indicated the Ordinances would be brought up in work sessions in early 2023 
in all likelihood, while the Comprehensive Plan was duly adopted last month after being duly 
advertised and having mandatory public hearing on its adoption last month. 

Adjournment: 
Vice Chairman Wilson made a motion at 7:53 PM to adjourn the November 15, 2022, meeting. 
Supervisor Buehler seconded the motion, motion passed unanimously. 
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Next Public Meetings: 
December 27, 2022 – Planning Commission Meeting 
January 3, 2023 – Reorganization Meeting 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Lindsey Everett 
Secretary/Treasurer 

           Lindsey Everett


